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25X1A93 Army Map Service (AMS) Library Area Classificati on

_ chose the AMS Area Classification as the

best and most adaptable system for coding gfegraphie areas, According
to this system the world was divided into 26 main AYPYAVELIE/d¢ divisions,

A through Z, Each division was further subdivided,ly/¢ddntsy/ moving from
right to left with a numeric designation, For examplet

M Burope
M Scandgnav:v.a
1M Denmark
21M Finland
31 Norway
hIM Sweden
1)1 Northern Sweden
2lam Southern Sweden

The%al;mi&ﬁr&néh%:ftpamed end brought up to date—the AMS Irea
Glaggifieatior—to take care of such mew countries as Pakistan

AMS did not maintain its area classification on an up=to-date basisj
therefore, the Analysis Branch was cohstantly expanding the code
and adapting i'b‘e'bo the specific Intellofax needs. When India Afd/PAKIZYER

* was dividedmi;lto India and Pakistan the former cbde of 5U was changed to
EU for India and NU for Pakistan, with fuwrther subdivisions for both.
Political=geographic concepts and some types of country relationships were
designated by means of a slash (/) which always followed an area c odes
For example, /A denoted a League, Confederation,.&liance s Axis, or
International Organization, Therefpre, the Arab League was coded 6K/Aj
United Nationsm. /C was established to show Commnist influenced
or dominated countries and was used effectively #¢ with the Eastern European
the Machine Division could more easily retrieve

or Far Bastern blocse. Thus ha‘meham request for seme—subiect—with all
Communist countries (other than USSR which had its own erea code of N) .

gepld/ Tt was easy to segregate the Russian zoneg‘Qfe ¥ “—;%9? from
Excluded from automatic

West.Germany (LM/D) IWSRLT eneion
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TH& AMS had established detailéd subdivisions for the

--------

within a o6 try' assigned afépecific code , rience soon proved that Mjuuﬁ*’
aldr] £ oru;%ow th o
M ne,qn&sg’_/ cme_i};-—this—fashiun -emd, 50, although the subdivisions appeared
] dtions

‘ a4
B o= - in prin‘bed #Aﬁdﬁ/of Ahe TSC with the ,A’MS Area Classj.f:.ca‘tion, the coders
wrt)

did no'lﬁ use the fj}x’e breakdowns. Ub$R and China- were different, of ;:ourse,

and there vfwere qe’ver enough hreakdbwns.

: /
Related Areas

The original design of the IBM card allowed for L digits (columns 7-10)
for the area codes Soon theregfter column 1l iras allotted +o the slash,
Two years of experience pointed up the deficiency of not being able

to show any area relationgshipse This came to & head with the 1950 Korean
some combination of
Wary when it seemed necessary to be able to shm,\Commmist China,

or
USSRy North Korea, South Korea, ffid possibly the USA, The—duf of pubTicztton
had-been punched Tn coTimns 21=22, and-thedate 6T Information—in col
R6=284 Because they were seldom asked fory they wers elimnzted The entire

punching area of the IBM card was revamped, eliminating certain codes
lsuch as dgy of publication and date of infoj
which fg/Ip géY did not seem necessary, and adding other codes, such a

to be used only as e 14-22
2 digit sbbreviabed area codes, nmmgdims:Folated. freass’ Thus the related

erea for Spain [ZZPY)/¥éLAfE was sbbreviated from 228M to SI;.Those area
ckdés which were one or two digits, such as 6M for France, did not need

to be abbreviateds The revagped card of February 1950 provided space for
Indicated
two related areas of 2 digits each; the coder Jif¥¢ them on the code sheet
to

with a parenthesis afbew-the-main-eweay~ thiz was the alert the key punchers,
' 2

. i 1a
&’/ ethfda : N (6M) (JM)-~ some relationship between USSR (N) and [puwsns o, (61) a
downgrading and Russian Zone of

declassification

Germany (JM)
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The advent of the Korean War also brought out the need for
a separate file arranged by area. Requests which were coming in
for everything on Korea could not be answered quickly sknce the Intellofax
File was arranged by subject code, Beginning fJ September 1950, the Machine
Division prALAYER/EA/EXITE/TRI FELA/1EX [ ERAA/RALI/ AY R4/ 01/ 1Yg etarted
an adjunct Area File by preparing one extra card for each main area., No
subject mode was punched into the carde The Area File filled a specific need at
the time of the Korean War, when many analysts were woefully ignorant of
Koreas, It continued to serve effectively in retrieving informatich oh

ecause » -
smaller areas, such as oblasts of the USSR , Bp-208h the area file hﬁ%so
consequently

rapidly and was useless for large arsas I sitdeiddviiet/iddéd in its
setwup without subject code punches, the Analysis Branch and the Reference Branch

made an agreement, confirmed in by the Machine Division,that f¢ area cards
would be punched onif) mem—ﬁss& {the Countiy as Ivhoie?"\

25X6
um Buropean saver2 St Sonal,
Central (except Mexico) and oou erican sountries, African cou.n’ories ’

25X6A

Asiatic countries (incl. Near, Middle and Far East), _
25X6A _except Australia and New Zealand)
.

In 1955 another important change was made to the Area Filew ike subject

¢#ﬁfﬁ///¢ééﬂﬁﬁﬂf‘/#ﬂ¢ﬂige, zode w‘l‘e:s punched into the area cardd. The coder

underlined the subject/area c& that was most representative of the whole

document, This ohange was made so that requesters who wished o makean area run
ALK ;

could ke a little more selsctives The entire six digit subject code was punched

into the area card, but the card was filed by the first three digits, only, i.e.

100, 200/. 1,00, etce within a given area.

GROUP 1
Excluded from automatic

downgrading and
m‘ declassification
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